
At the Aga Khan Museum

Home with Arabest, Moskitto Bar,
and Frazer Sundown and

The Ukwehuwe Connection 
Sunday, June 17, 3 pm  



Home with Arabest, Moskitto Bar,
and Frazer Sundown and
The Ukwehuwe Connection 

MESSAGE FROM THE ARTISTS 
 
In tonight’s performance Toronto-based Indigenous artists and newcomers explore the 

concept of “Home.” Performing diverse musical compositions, they examine what unites us.  

Located on the territory of the Mississaugas of the New Credit and the traditional territories of 

the Haudenosaunee, Anishinabe, and Huron-Wendat, various populations have chosen to live 

in Toronto in the last several centuries.  

 

Frazer Sundown, who is Oneida, one of the six nations of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, 

notes that, “My ancestors were a part of this land and their spirits are still here looking out for 

us. This idea makes me feel at home in Toronto and having the opportunity to sing the songs 

and speak the language they have carried on for us, makes me feel connected to them.” 

 

Tangi Ropars, singer with Moskitto Bar, sees home as a place that helps people grow and 

achieve their dreams. In Toronto, he says, “where cultures and stories blend, home is whatever 

we want it to be, as long as you feel good and respect others.” 

 

With respect to what role artistic collaboration plays – melodies, storytelling or dance – in the 

concept of home, Sundown reflects, “We all carry different gifts, when those gifts are shared 

and are collaborated together, harmony is made and therefore a home is created.” 

 

For the artists, the compositions are often personal. Radwan Al Taleb, a recent newcomer to 

Canada from Syria and AraBest’s oud player, says: “Artists are the perfect messengers who can 

remind the audience about their homes through truthful, honest art.” 

 

Following the performances, join us for a jam session uniting the artists — and others — in the 

Museum’s courtyard. 

 

 
Presented in partnership with 



ABOUT THE ARTISTS 
  
AraBest, initially formed as SYCA and featured in the Aga Khan Museum’s 2017 exhibition 

Syrian Symphony, expand the Syrian repertoire to incorporate music from across the Arab 

world. Comprised of Arab musicians who are recent arrivals to Canada, the newly 

renamed group presents traditional Arabic music with modern twists.  

 

Moskitto Bar began when three talented artists jammed at Ontario’s OM Festival (as 

mosquitos bit them). Ahmed Moneka (from Iraq) brought his Middle-Eastern deep soul 

influence on percussion and vocals, while Yura Rafaliuk brought his Ukrainian/Balkan 

flavour on cimbalom and vocals and Tangi Ropars (from France) added Celtic/Romany 

melodies to the accordion and on vocals. The band’s newest member, Fethi Nadjem, adds 

a traditional North African/Algerian influence with violin, mandole, and vocals.  

 

Oneida Nation group The Ukwehuwe Connection highlights the culture of the 

Haudenosaunee people through song and dance. Turtle Clan member Frazer Sundown 

leads the group. Sundown was nominated for Best Indigenous Language album at the 

2017 Indigenous Music Awards for Love is a War Dance. 

 

Charles Manzo is a writer, actor, and creator who has performed at Canadian Stage, 

Tarragon Theatre, and York University. 

 
 
UPCOMING PERFORMANCES

Why is Shakespeare Shakespeare? 
with Zia Mohyeddin
Wednesday, July 4, 7:30 pm 

$40, $36 Friends. $30 students and seniors  

North Indian classical dancing   
with Vidushi Kankana Banerjee  
Sunday, July 8, 5 pm 

Starting at $25, 10% off for Friends



Follow us on

facebook.com/agakhanmuseumtoronto
twitter.com/agakhanmuseum 
instagram.com/agakhanmuseum

Sign up for our e-Newsletter at agakhanmuseum.org  
and receive the latest news about our events and exhibitions.

The Aga Khan Museum explores and celebrates cross-cultural 
dialogue through the arts. A centre for innovation and creativity, the 
Museum offers unique insights and new perspectives into the 
potential of art and culture to act as a catalyst for intercultural 
dialogue, engaged global citizenship, and social change.

agakhanmuseum.org 
77 Wynford Drive, Toronto, Ontario, M3C 1K1 
416.646.4677 info@agakhanmuseum.org

The Aga Khan Museum is built on land that is and has been 

under the stewardship of many Indigenous peoples over the 

years, including the Anishinaabe, the Haudenosaunee, the 

Wendat and, most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit 

River. We are grateful for the opportunity to work and live on 

this land and be in this territory.
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Don’t miss our summer exhibitions:  

The World of the Fatimids
March 10 to July 2, 2018      

The exhibition marks the first time a carefully selected 

collection of masterpieces from the Fatimid dynasty are 

shown in North America. 

Emperors and Jewels: Treasures of the Indian Courts from 
the al-Sabah Collection, Kuwait
Opening August 18, 2018 

Experience the passion for opulence among the princes of 

India. Exquisite objects decorated with gems and carved 

from semi-precious stone reflect life at the courts.


